Materials Glossary


	
	Properties of Materials Glossary

	Material
	Mechanical
	Physical
	Thermal
	Electrical/magnetic
	Other

	Iron
	Hard
	Element
	Fair conductor
	Magnetic conducting
	Oxidises easily

	Brass
	Semi Hard
	Alloy of copper and zinc
	Good conductor
	Non-magnetic, conductor
	Resists oxidising

	Copper
	Soft
	element
	Good conductor
	Non-magnetic, good conductor
	

	Aluminium
	Soft
	Element
	Good conductor
	Good conductor
	Has own oxide coating that resists damaging oxidation

	Steel
	Hard to very hard
	Alloy of iron and carbon (interstitially) 
	Fairly good
	Magnetic and conductive
	

	Stainless steel A2
	Hard
	Alloy of iron and chrome
	Fairly good
	Slightly magnetic
Poor conductor
	Resists oxidation 

	Stainless steel A4
	Hard
	Alloy of iron, chrome and molybdenum 
	Fairly good
	Non-magnetic
Poor conductor
	Highly resistant to oxidation
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